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prince tried over eighty different Cabinet Mini-
sters, but, shuffle and change as he might, he"
could not check the ever-growing opposition of
the Deputies. Whilst it is apparent that Louis
Napoleon never intended to govern according to
the constitution - that he, from the outset, deter-*'
mined to make the Assembly his servant and not
to accept or even tolerate its advice - it must be
admitted that he genuinely believed that the
Assembly, in opposing him, was opposing the
interests of the nation. That he loved France, and
had the welfare of her people sincerely at heart,
not even his enemies have denied. The Assembly,
alarmed at the prince's popularity, altered the
suffrage laws so as to reduce the electorate from
nine millions to six. At the time, Louis Napoleon
was not opposed to this - indeed, might be said
to have favoured it; later, however, he was to
turn the Assembly's action against it with fateful
results.

In the autumn of 1850, Louis Napoleon made
a tour of the country. Except in the few re-
maining republican strongholds, big industrial
cities like Lyons, the tour resembled a triumphal
progress. There could be no doubt that his
personal popularity was immense, and he lost no
opportunity to turn this to account. "The
Assembly," he declared in one of his speeches
during the tour, " supports me whenever I propose